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A special meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 6:00 p.m. via remote.

COIJNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz,
Wilkinson. COUNCILORS ABSENT: Councilors LaForest and Sweeney.

Council President Hopkins read the following statement regarding COVID-19. Pursuant to
Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting
Law, G.L. c. 3 OA, §18, and the Governor’s March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitations on
the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the North Adams City
Council is being conducted via remote participation and in City Council Chambers. No in-person
attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure
that the public can adequately access the proceedings as provided for in the Order.

This Special Meeting of the City Council was held in order to have a public interview process
with the two candidates chosen for the City Clerk position.

The President introduced the first candidate, Cathleen King.

Ms. King introduced herself and gave a brief history of her past work experiences, mentioning
that she had previously worked for the City of North Adams as the former E3 Academy, founder
and teacher in 2012.

Ms. King was interviewed by Councilors, each Councilor had prepared questions for the
candidate.

There were several questions from Councilors addressed to Ms. King relating to how her
educational skills would translate to the City Clerk’s Office; she stated that she had a learning
curve for the job, adding that she has not worked as a city clerk, but that she has worked in the
office style environment and in business prior to her teaching career. She stated that she was
very organized and very solid at time management and detail oriented. Ms King said she is
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responsible for a lot of organization in her current position and is not afraid to take on new
technology, noting she built a website for her side jewelry business

Ms. King stated that the City Clerk’s position is a public service and that the public should
expect her to get them the information they need. She stated that she is really comfortable
working with all different types of people and has no problem dealing with strong personalities.

When asked how she would handle political issues, she stated that she had no problems with
being a neutral party as that is how she feels her role should be as the City Clerk.

Ms. King stated that she and her husband would like to return to the Berkshires, she stated that
when she saw the opportunity in North Adams she was excited. She stated that over the years she
has had to reinvent herself over career opportunities and she felt she could fit well in this
position.

The Councilors thanked Ms. King for her time.

The President introduced the second candidate, Angela Brothers

Ms. Brothers introduced herself and gave a brief history of her time as an assistant town clerk in
Stamford, Vermont. She stated that she has a good repour with her colleagues and residents, she
stated she has handled herself well in many difficult situations at Town Hall and has done many
other jobs in the municipal offices.

Ms. Brothers was interviewed by Councilors, each Councilor had prepared questions for the
candidate.

Several questions were asked of Ms. Brothers in regards to how she would handle herself in
different situations as City Clerk. Ms. Brothers gave examples as to situations she had in the
past and how well she handled herself in diffusing situations. She stated she has a solid work
ethic and that she was confident that she could do the job well.

Ms. Brothers continued with different scenarios and how she would handle herself, noting that
she would remain neutral when it came to political situations, she stated she would work hard
and would be able to take on the work that would be required of the City Clerk. She stated she
really loved the City and was excited to be part of working for the City of North Adams and
would do a tremendous job if chosen.

Several Councilors deliberated as to whom they would chose as City Clerk. After discussion, it
was decided that Cathleen King was the best candidate for the position.

On motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED:
Cathleen King would be offered the position as City Clerk.

29



The motion was adopted by yea and nay vote, yay, Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Harpin,
Hopkins, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Wilkinson, nay none.

The President called for a motion to adjourn.

On motion of Councilor Wilkinson, duly seconded by Councilor Blackmer, it was VOTED: to
adjourn at 8:17 pm.

A True Record
Attest,

City Clerk
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